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Executive Summary 
 
The general guidelines and objectives provided in the European 
Commission document are largely shared by ETNO. The involvement of 
the main participants – Industry, Manufacturers and Service Providers - is 
indeed essential. 
 
European competitiveness is a key objective for the industry and therefore 
our sector must play a leading role in defining the agenda. Industry’s 
involvement should be used to help steer the collaborative programmes. 
 
A very important aspect that has no particular attention in the document is 
the actual proposal evaluation; evaluation teams should have a higher 
proportion of industrial sector experts. 
 
Finally, an adequate reference to the international dimension of RTD is 
missing. ETNO members have research and development centres in the 
USA, Asia and South America which should be seen as a bridgehead 
opportunity to spread European innovative solutions. Adequate 
instruments of international cooperation should be developed.  
 

 

ETNO position 

The general guidelines and objectives provided in the document are largely 
shared by ETNO, whose members are already fully committed to the 
development of European Information Society. Collaborative projects are 
important for ETNO companies to remain competitive.  
 
If the results of the framework programme are to benefit European citizens 
and industry, involvement of the main participants is essential, particularly 
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those who have a bigger impact in the final application of the technologies: 
Industries, Manufacturers and Service Providers. 
 
Increasing European competitiveness is a key common objective for both 
the Commission and Industry. Thus, Industry must play a leading role in 
defining the agenda. ETNO supports the concept of technology platforms 
because they provide a way for industry to steer the research programme. 
However, technology platforms will only cover a limited number of 
domains and the same industry involvement should be used to help steer 
the collaborative programmes. Unless this is taken into account, the 
competitive advantages to industry and the benefits to European society 
will be limited. 
 
A very important aspect that is not given particular attention in the 
document is the actual proposal evaluation and implementation of results. 
One of the major shortcomings of FP6 is the balance between industrial and 
academic evaluators. Specific evaluation criteria capturing the relevance of 
the proposals to the needs of the sector should be included. In addition, to 
ensure that proposal evaluations are made with a real understanding of the 
economic implications and down streaming potential, evaluation teams 
should have a higher proportion of industrial sector experts.  
 
Finally, an adequate reference to the international dimension of RTD is also 
missing in the paper.  Stimulating more private investment in research 
within Europe is an important objective, but it should not be forgotten that 
the success of such a policy is highly dependant on the ability to spread 
European technology in international markets. ETNO members have 
research and development centres in the USA, Asia, and South America 
which should be seen not as a threat of delocalisation, but as a bridgehead 
opportunity to spread European innovative solutions and technology 
worldwide.  Adequate instruments of international cooperation with a 
strategic focus should be developed to stimulate such initiatives which are 
crucial to increasing European competitiveness.  
 
ETNO welcomes the consultation on future research policy and would like 
to make the following comments.  

Response to the consultation survey 

• Creating European centres of excellence through collaboration between 
laboratories (Section 2.1 of the communication) 
As regards the "new instruments", ETNO supports the Integrated 
Project (IP) concept provided IPs are industry led, and a persistent 
impact is ensured through the involvement of major sector players. 
Networks of Excellence (NoE) have proved to be of much less value to 
industry. For some areas of the Framework Programme NoEs may be 
appropriate. However, for the IST programme IPs and Specific 
Targeted Research Projects (STREPs) should be the basis for centres of 
excellence. 
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• Launching European technological initiatives (Section 2.2 of the 
communication) 
Technology platforms may represent a useful instrument provided: 

o They are properly defined and budgeted 
o There are well understood relationships between them and 

other instruments 
o The major players are present in the decision making, taking 

into account the reality of the European industry 
o Enough flexibility is given to define the objectives and 

procedures 
o Consistency between R&D and the regulatory policies is 

ensured 
We don’t know enough about the importance of these platforms, but if 
they are to have a positive impact on the areas they should address ICT 
sectors like Mobile and Networked electronic media. 

 
• Stimulating the creativity of basic research through competition 

between teams at European level (Section 2.3 of the communication) 
“Competition” could be based on proposals, expertise, reputation or 
outputs from parallel projects. ETNO believes that expertise and 
outputs from projects would be the preferred criteria. 
Industry should be part of the evaluation process to ensure the effective 
liaison between research areas and needs 

 
• Making Europe more attractive to the best researchers (Section 2.4 of 

the communication) 
ETNO supports the idea of making Europe attractive to the best 
researchers. Strengthening Marie Curie actions may help this providing 
the existing mechanism is streamlined. However, the attractiveness also 
depends on the quality of R&D and the amount of funding provided on 
a particular topic.  

 
• Developing research infrastructure of European Interest (Section 2.5 of 

the communication) 
Research specific infrastructures should only be provided with public 
money if there is no possibility of using solutions available in the 
market. The need of specific networks for “Science Only” purposes 
should be carefully analysed. 
In addition there is no reason for such publicly funded networks to sell 
their services to third parties on commercial terms. 

 
• Improving coordination of national programmes  (Section 2.6 of the 

communication) 
No additional comment. 

 
• Excellence and innovation, key to European industrial competitiveness 

(Section 1.3 of the communication) 
Introducing quotas for SME participation is not beneficial to the 
excellence of research.  
Regulation should favour the competitiveness of the industry which 
took the risk of investing in R&D. 
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• Realising the potential of Europe of 25 and more (Section 3.1 of the 

communication) 
Introducing quotas for new member states participation is not 
beneficial to the excellence of research.  
ETNO members already represent the wider European research 
community of telecom operators and are active in involving European-
wide expertise. 

 
• Taking full advantage of complementarity with the EU structural funds  

(Section 3.2 of the communication) 
ETNO supports the use of structural funds to complement European 
R&D. 

 
• Identifying topics of major European interest (Section 4.1 of the 

communication) 
Preliminary topics of interests for IST are:  

o B3G,  
o Network evolution towards NGN, 
o Home system, 
o Network security 
o Software platforms 
o Test beds 
o Service continuity 
o Cyber security 

 
• Supporting the Union’s political objectives (Section 4.2 of the 

communication) 
ETNO supports an information and communication technologies 
programme. 

 
• Supporting two  new areas: space and security (Section 4.3 of the 

communication) 
The introduction of the two new specific areas, namely Space and 
Security is appropriate. The following topics should be taken into 
account: Network security, home security, identification, authentication 
and service availability.  

 
• Doing better to do more (Section 5 of the communication) 

Improving the operation of the framework programme: 
 
It is very important that financial rules are clearly defined before the 
calls are issued.  
 
In order to reduce the risk associated with making a proposal its costs 
should be minimized.  

 
ETNO strongly recommends that the industrial relevance of the actors 
is taken into account during the evaluation process. This would ensure 
that the results of the projects can be effectively implemented.  
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Additionally, ETNO believes that the evaluators should be drawn from 
the sector players in the domain to ensure a proper balance between 
academia and industry.   

 
• Science and society  

No additional comment 


