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ETNO Reflection Document on draft ECC Decision 
on the designation of the bands 880-915 MHz, 
925-960 MHz, 1710-1785 MHz and 1805-1880 MHz for 
terrestrial IMT-2000/UMTS systems 

Executive Summary: 

ECC PT1 started to work on a draft ECC Decision on the designation of 
the bands 880-915 MHz, 925-960 MHz, 1710-1785 MHz and 1805-1880 
MHz for terrestrial IMT-2000/UMTS systems.  

ETNO expects UMTS/IMT-2000 deployment in GSM bands from the year 
2007 in some countries and therefore supports a timely completion of the 
work on this draft ECC Decision.  

 

Introductioni 

ETNO is pleased to express its view concerning the draft ECC Decision on 
the designation of the bands 880-915 MHz, 925-960 MHz, 1710-1785 
MHz and 1805-1880 MHz for terrestrial IMT-2000/UMTS systems currently 
under preparation in ECC PT1. ETNO represents the voice of 40 of 
Europe’s largest, well established telecommunications operators in 34 
countries. ETNO members provide GSM and UMTS/IMT-2000 services to 
their customers and will continue their GSM operations according to their 
respective licences. This does not prevent the willingness to use some GSM 
spectrum for UMTS/IMT-2000 operations, and possibly for IMT-Advanced 
in the future. 
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Background 

UMTS/IMT-2000 deployment in the 2 GHz band in big cities is very 
successful. However, there is a need to increase urban deep indoor 
coverage and to extend UMTS/IMT-2000 services to sub-urban and rural 
areas also in a cost efficient manner. This requires UMTS/IMT-2000 
deployment in lower frequency bands, e.g. within the GSM bands.  

One crucial issue of deploying UTMS/IMT-2000 in GSM bands is the risk 
of potential interference. Adjacent operation of GSM and UMTS in the 
same band has been studied by CEPT and the conclusion was that 
coexistence is feasible with minimum guard bands. ETNO agrees with the 
conclusion in ECC Report 82: 

• UMTS networks can co-exist with other UMTS networks in the 
same geographical area with a carrier separation of 5 MHz and 

• the recommended carrier separation between UMTS carrier 
frequency and the nearest GSM carrier frequency is 2.8 MHz in 
uncoordinated case and 2.6 MHz in coordinated operation (co-
located sites). 

ETNO view 

ETNO requests ECC to complete its work on draft ECC Decision on the 
designation of the bands 880-915 MHz, 925-960 MHz, 1710-1785 MHz 
and 1805-1880 MHz for terrestrial IMT-2000/UMTS systems in a timely 
manner that would allow first deployments of UMTS/IMT-2000 within the 
GSM bands in 2007 according to mobile operators and customers needs. 

The ECC Decision might be extended to cover also IMT-Advanced 
technologies in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
i BT cannot support this document, because they consider that the GSM bands at 900 & 1800 MHz should be open for any compatible technology on a 

technology neutral basis.  BT also believe that account should taken of the European Commission's proposal that these bands should be investigated and 

tentatively identified for WAPECS. 


