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Executive Summary 

The 18 GHz band is heavily used by the fixed service in Europe for 
the terrestrial network infrastructure. And the use of this band is 
growing. 
 
Considering that lower frequency bands are more and more 
saturated, it provides operators with a unique opportunity to 
implement very high capacity links with long hop length. 
 
The ERC Decision (00)07 defines the rules for the use of the band, 
which was the result of a long debate. ETNO accepted it in a spirit of 
compromise, because we believed it would have given the 
opportunity of good deployment to both terrestrial and satellite 
communities. 
 
ETNO therefore opposes any reopening of the discussion on the 
band and in particular any revision of the ERC Decision (00)07 that 
will constrain the radio relay network development. 

 

Introduction 

ETNO represents 41 leading European telecom operators from 35 
countries and its member companies represent a significant part of the 
of total ICT activity in Europe. They account for an aggregate annual 
turnover of more than €250 billion and employ over one million 
people across Europe. ETNO companies are the main drivers of fixed 
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and mobile broadband and are committed to its continual growth in 
Europe.  

To achieve in this goal, ETNO members have made very large 
investments in existing radio infrastructure to provide reliable high 
quality services to customers. Further investments are also planned to 
extend service coverage and capacity. 

In this scenario ETNO is confident that the conditions for such further 
investments are improved and well preserved. 

 

ETNO view on the 18 GHz band 

ETNO is following the drafting of the FM44 Report on the use of Ka 
band. 

 

Although ETNO understands the advantages of Ka band for satellite 
communications, the 18 GHz band is already heavily used to support 
the fixed service in almost all European countries. The radio links 
operated in this band are an essential part of the terrestrial network 
infrastructure operated by, but not only, our members. And the use of 
this band by the Fixed Service is growing. 

 

CEPT has already investigated in 1997 and in 20011 the use of the fixed 
service bands in Europe. 

 

The Reports produced can be considered as two “photographs” taken 
in 1997 and in 2001 and they both show that the use of the 18 GHz 
band by the Fixed Service is growing. In particular the two surveys 
indicated 13,500 links in 1997 and 19,300 links in 2001, with an average 
European annual growth of 10%. Today we estimate more than 30,000 
links in Europe. 

 

Considering that lower frequency bands are more and more saturated, 
the 18 GHz band provides operators with a unique opportunity to 
implement very high capacity links with long hop length due to the 
channelling plan provided by ERC REC 12-03. 

 

The ERC Decision (00)07 already provides the possibility to deploy 
uncoordinated FSS terminals and networks. That Decision was the 
result of a long debate and, at that time, our members accepted it in a 
spirit of compromise, because they believed it would have given the 

                                                 
1 “ERO Report on Fixed Service trends post 1998” and ECC Report 003: “Fixed Service in 
Europe. Current use and future trends Post-2002” – Lisbon, february 2002 
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opportunity of good deployment to both terrestrial and satellite 
communities. 

 

Almost a decade has passed since then, and the fixed service networks 
operated by many of our members are currently using the band 
according to the Decision extensively. The possible band 
segmentation, proposed in the draft Report, would therefore impact 
existing networks and impede planned further networks deployment. 

 

As a consequence, ETNO opposes any revision of the regulatory 
framework and in particular of the ERC Decision (00)07, that will 
constrain the radio relay network development in the 18 GHz band. 

 


